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Mark the Date! From the Principal

Sethacks and failures can be challenging for all of us and each one of us
deals differently with them. Last week as | watched the news coverage of
the devastation from the Haiti earthquake, | watched an interview of an
American named Christa Brelsford who had been a teacher in Haiti who
was rescued from a collapsed building, but had lost one of hea ldgs

Wednesday, January 27, 2010
1 Camp Fair at CHS 5:30-8:30

Thurs. Jan 28 & Friday Jan 29, 2010 changing event. When she was asked
have two arms that wor k, and one g
1 Kindergarten Registration than a | ot of other people. o Wh a t

in such a positive way with her own dilemma? Why do some children and
adults move forward with such a positive attitude and continue on the
road to personal success even in the face of difficulties?

Thursday, January 28, 2010

f Cultural Arts Programd Grade 2
Master Paper Cutter

Thursday, February 4, 2010

T Cultural Arts Programd Shadow Ball
Assemblies 9:05, 10:15

Friday, February 5, 2010

Christina is a model for all of us to be resilient. Resilience is the ability to
bounce back from set backs, to learn from failure, to be motivated by chal-
lenges, and to believe in your own abilities to deal with the stress and diffi-
culties in life. Resilience is critical for the overalHlve@tig of our chil-

dren. Children who are resilient are less likely to become depressed, more
likely to reach appropriate milestones, less likely to become helpless, more
likely to persist in problem solving, and more willing to take risks. There is
an expanding body of literature and research on this topic, primarily from
the University of Pennsylvania (Dr. Martin Seligman, Dr. Karen Reivich,

et al.).

1 Pizza Bingo 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 15, 2010
1 Presidents Day, School is in Session

Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Resiliency begins with how parents personally handle adversity. Parents
who can handle difficult situations with openness and grace provide their
children with a role to follow. The atmosphere within the home and the
% 1 PTO Meeting 9:30 a.m. way parents condugt their family life significgntly influences their ghil-
dren'sre5|l|ency.To find out more on this topic and to learn strategies

HEREEREEREEERERERRERRER that can be used to help guide our children toward resiliency, | suggest

- these resources:

%%%%%%%*%#%#%#%%%%#%#%%#%*%*
*%#%#%*%#%%#%#%#%%*%*%##%#%#%*

Important Phone Numbers A usedriendly websitevwww.fishfulthinking.com

School Office 610-240-1450 Books: The Resilience Factor: 7 Essential Skills for
Overcoming Life's Inevitable Obstaclesy Andrew

Shatte and Karen Reivichand The Optimistic Child
Emergency Closing 610-2¢0-1970 by Martin Seligman, et al.

Attendance 610-240-1465

gchool District
Web Gite www.tesd.net | hope that you find these as helpful as | have.

All the best to you

Tom Tobin



http://school.discovery.com/clipart/clip/slate.html
http://www.fishfulthinking.com/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Andrew%20Shatte
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Andrew%20Shatte
http://www.amazon.com/Karen-Reivich/e/B001H6Q87K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_2
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Tricia Jennings and all the Winter Party Craft parents for supporting our MLK project Cradles to Crayons. The
donations were overwhelming. Thank you to all who donated!

Lauren Baran for an inspiring day of writing and poetry in the Writers Workshops for 3rd and 4th graders.
Various authors and poets visited the classrooms to talk to students and give examples of writing exercises.
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5ch0°| Clubs are COming’,

The spring session of AfteBchool Clubs is scheduled to begin the week of February 2§2.
:The registration forms should be in ycur
- If your child is interested in a club, please return the registration form in a timely man:ier:
. clubs are assigned on a firstcome, first-served basis and fill up quickly! If you have :
any questions, please contact Stephanie Thibault at stef423@verizon.net.

-Stephanie Thibault, School Clubs Chegr

/ DEVON DISPATCH K

AN N AN N NN AN ANV
Devon Elementary PTO Board 2009/2010

President Kelly Lee

1st Vice President Audrey Kese Publication Schedule

Recording Secretary Lori Piccone Deadline Publication

Treasurer Cathy Rains 01/29/10 02/05/10
Asst Treasurer Gina DeFlavia

02/12/10  02/19/10
02/26/10  03/12/10

2nd Vice Presidents:

~Cultural Arts Linda Murray/Lorann Wood
~Fundraising Elaine Klinger
~Social Functions Coleen Hillman/Brenda Hess
~Issues, Affairs
and Programs Stephanie Thibault
~School Services Francie Rosato
Member at Large Evelyn Shreve
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Congratulations and good luck to these staff members:
h&

Mrs. Shelly Barnathan, FLES teacher, whose last day at Devon is today, and who begins a new chapter in
she starts Rabbinical studies in February.

Mrs. Gina Fredericks, kindergarten teacher, who had a baby boy born on January 6, 2010.

x A warm welcome is extended to these new staff members: x

Miss Sherri Criss, who replaces Mrs. Fredericks while she is out on leave.

Miss Maria Hernandezwh o t akes Mr s. Barnathanoés position, wi |

this school year. Miss Hernandez taught FLES at Valley Forge Middle School during the past five monghs, and

x also teaches a Spanish aftédmrool club at a nearby elementary school. Miss Hernandez, who was born :%to
Ri c o, received her Bachelordés degree from Vil ova

x We are happy to have these new teachers at Devon!

A
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Pizza Bingo is Friday, February 5th! B

&

2t
1»‘

Please donate gently used toys that you think would make
great prizes.
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1 The drop off bin is located near the reception desk. g ?
1 We could also use volunteers to help on the night of the
event. ~ R
17 Questions? Please call Valinda Latoff 610-995-2286 v}
e or avlatoff@comcast.net =0 :
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i The school District Hotline is Editor/Layout  Kathleen Meaney

k 2002@yahoo.
- 610-240-1970.  This is a 24our hotlines meaney2002@yahoo.com

‘and contains information on delayed
orr])enln s and school closmgs Pleasel Produced bmonthly by Devon Elementary

Distribution Cecilia Magana/Sarah Reindel

School, 400 S. Fairfield Road, Devon, PA 1933
eck this number any time %OU ha\/@ a | 6102401450, under the direction of Principal

o
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_guestion about the status of the openin Tom Tobin and PTO President Kelly Lee.
of school when the weather and roa
_conditions are CﬂUSlng some uncertai y ﬁ
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The Camp Fair needs your supporteée
presence will help make the event a success. Itis fun for the whole family!
There will be several camps with giveaways, lots of fun activities, and
maybe even some LIVE animals!

The PTO really needs you to visit and who knows, you may find the camp
of your childbébs dreams! The more f
are and the better our Fair is!

$ Ul o ™

2010 Mai n LI ne

Representatives from preschool, day, residential, academic,
sports, and travel/adventure camps will be available to discuss
their programs in detail.

Admission is free . Families with children ages 5-18 are encour-
aged to attend.

Wednesday, January 27, 2010
5:30-8:30 pm

Conestoga High School
(Snow Date: February 3, 2010)
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM

Kindergarten students have been enjoying our new Svezee Dreamwhich is full of fantastic literature, terrific activities and exciti
science experiments all related to nighfimeeof the big events of this unit involved designing our own pillovezaieg hfiea r
Modar r es s i 03he RreamdPidomflanguagd st We are continuing to develop our sight word vocabulary and are becom
writers.In math, we are working on telling time and simple daosa&tnce, we are learning about the night skial studies, we

|l earned about Dr. Martin Luther WKdng, also hednheasjwihglass-g s o
room activities and lessons with Mrs. Noel, our guidancelcdui@sslorra busy and f un plodWehatemanp e i
more exciting activities planned for the rest of the month, including a pretend sleepover!!!

First grade wishes you a very happy 2010! We all enjoyed our winter break with family and friends and now we are busy gettin

the school routine. The students are excited and enthusiastic about our two new units of study: the raamiiapa(fdfds Gon)
Studies). The children are so excited to turn our hallway into a rainforest over the next few weeks! Thegranelizisoaqnidjerhin
which they are researching a rainforest animal of their choice. If you happen to have any artifacts or spbaidlizgrhkrmvitexige
rainforest, please let us know! At this point in the year, the children really seem to take off. They a@@\bast ahthanepeipected
to work to their potential. We continue to learn a new character trait each week. The children are becogvitpskiied renagpplyi
learned and are using their knowledge to peacefully resolve conflicts and problems that arise from tinfelto e hitvs tivonglet-
ful they have become and how much progress they continue to make.

Gecond Grade students have been busy studying all about China. We began by identifying important cities and landforms on a n
read about the history of the Great Wall of China and took a virtual tour using the Mac laptop comguterEmafesseadirige Silk-
wormby Lily Toy Hong, students learned that the Chinese people are responsible for the discovery of silk. Weantese@adte explai
the silkmaking process using pictures of eacBstem.n d f a t h eby Anii Bomped imtrodutes theyconcept of tangram puzzles. In
response to this story, students will create their own animal shape using the tangram puzzle pieces anetordesctsherit ndtrati
home, students are working on writing a research paper and creating a visual display about Giant Pandasrt thadhicfuldhailbpre
and project to his or her class. Take a walkdgrale 2lassrooms later this month to see this wonderful work on display! Students an
teachers are looking forward to a visit from Mr. Hou Tien Cheng, a-coéstefrpap€hina on Thursday JaniatMR&heng quickly

and accurately creates characters using scissors and blank pieces of paper. Thank you to the PTO Cultuwglafrsngpthimittee for
fascinating presentation! We are looking forward to our Chinese New Year celebration in February. NeXtedesitmisiy deagowill
boxes, calligrapkshirts, and soldier vests & masks. All of these items will be used during the festival cedelyemtiontiStirteio

explore the topic of Changes in Science class. During our visits to the lab, second graders have been atigtoptmgsmgeparate
variety of methods. Our most recent experiments involve observing chemical reactions. Students are leahirapbkewadtionake car
and draw conclusions about how these reactions occur in everyday life.

Third Grade How does it feel to be back in the swing of things? We hope everyone enjoyed the poetry books & snowflake orname
dren worked very hard on them and we know they are very proud of their work. Parents, please take the timee hoilobkadhiosigh goc |
supplies and make sure they still have all the supplies they need for school. This will give your thircegradestfel tbolsdiefce we

are working on our chemical testing unit and we will next be studying rocks and minerals. Ask your thircognauteredratieeeinkn
Math has been exciting as we practice mul t i pfadscThetNatvenAmerB oy s
can tribes were brought to life at our third grade pow wow. Each class worked very hard to become experidaphitpe, Semapele, Ha
and Sioux Indians. Each student looked great in their NativesiirhePiaeants are welcome to borrow a DVD of thetpovateh at

home. The pow wow will also be airing on T/E T§rabees3have recently enjoyed a fun field trip to Conestoga High schoolt On Janu:
we visited Conestoga High School and enjoyed two fun plays written and performed by Conestoga studentspdtretisinpgrittie has ¢
the Easttown Library. On Janubwye2®ill be taking a field trip to the Library. There we will spend some time with Betsy Ross and get
the library. We are happy to hear that many students are enjoying Reading Bingo. Remember that even afteny@IN&@C yammpletec
may still work towards another or even try to fill in the whole chart! Oneelilidugve6a party as a reward for all who completed at lea
one Bl NGO. Keep up the good work and happy readibbanlFrid&yal ent
February ¥t 2:30.

FourthGradeJ anuary has been a very busy month for our fourth g
vehicles in our motion and design unit in science this month! In social studies we are learning all abd\athedrectatiexcityd

for our fADay in the Lif e ohfWeaalsdhattheicharce thianontiSto heétiseme dcalawathors. vitiwe
great to learn from them and do some writing activities together! We are looking forward to beginning @b Abrpirgeap @aiegbar
end of the mont h. The first steps include besaMr.iSeveromll e kickg t
starting the APickled packets with the f our tch Make sard ® ask yoars s «
4hgrader all about this fun time of year! Parents, please remember: When it comes to PAL, you are a guide on the side!
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MLK Service Project

Did you know that Devon students created 244 birthday cards and 195 sheets of Wrappir
paper in an effort to brighten the lives of other children? Thank you Devon students fpr you
kindness to others.

Also, many thanks to all of the Devon families who contributed to the Martin Luther Kihg Jr.
service project for Cradles to Crayons. It was a huge success.

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Mrs. Ayers, Applied Technology teacher

TESD6s h ovwew.iesd,aehas a Technology link that includes extensive Techndl-
ogy Resources for both students and parents and general District technology information gnd
guidelines.

The District also has licenses that permit home use of the following two Internet sites for safe searching and to groxite sup
our curriculum and PA State Assessments. (Parental supervision is recommended.)

Discovery Education (aka Unitedstreamind)ttp://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/

Username:elemte Password: video
This site is available for Grades K- 4 using the above username and password.

Discovery Educatiofis a webbased K12 digital video library. Useful features include advanced search options, a calendar ¢ff his-
torical events that are directly linked to video clips, video content that is correlated to PA State Standards, anamagthlibr
over 2,500 images, and student learning resources. This site is available for all elementary grades.

Study Island  WWW.Studyisland.com

This site is available for Grades 3 and 4 (username and password required).

Study Islandis a webbased program which is available to all olira®d 4" grade students. Your child can use the Internet at
school or at home to access Study Island for activities related to school curriculum and to prepare for the PA StatatAssesgme
Third and fourth grade students receive training in the use of this site at school. Students are assigned individual askrnarje
passwords.

Students in all grade levels receive instruction during the six day cycle in the Applied Technology lab at Devon uging indi

Dell computers (OPTIPLEX 330s with flat screen monitors). Applied Technology lessons correlate with classroom curriculpm
study and are based on Pennsylvania State (Academic) Standards. Grade level curriculum themes are coordinated with ig¢chnoloc
instruction. Students are able to use a wide variety of appropriate software applications, streamed video segmengsinaed/d] th

net during class. Lessons additionally address T/E's Technology Benchmarks. Annually, students in each of the elenwsatgyy scho
sign the ATredyffrin/Easttown El ementary Schools Net wdlr k /

at school. (A copy of this Policy may be viewed under the Technology secWWW.teSd.netlementary school students
use the Internet under direct supervision both in the Tech lab and throughout the school.) Be sure to ask your chgtieidhat ffe/
specifically working on in Applied Tech (ex. Kindergarte@onstellations, Grade-1'Devon Graph", Grade 2custom animation

in PowerPoint, Grade 3recording with microphones and adding photos into their PowerPoint slide shows, Gigateeting/

organizing data to make a graph in Excel).


http://www.tesd.net/
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.tesd.net/
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T/E School Board Tackles $9.25 Million Dollar Deficit

On January 4th, the T/E School Board Finance Committee met to discuss tFf20201udget. For the
upcoming academic year, which is effective July 1, 2010, the District is facing a $9.25 million shortfall.
The main driver behind this shortfall is a $5 million increase in employee fringe benefits primarily due
a 28% rate increase from Blue Cross for health benefits and an increase in our District contribution to fhe
state retirement system. The Committee recommended making the proposed preliminary budget
available for public inspection to satisfy the 20 day display requirement. The Board will then discuss
and vote on the preliminary budget on January 25, 2010. When the full Board votes on January 25th,
wi || not be voting on a final tax rate. AThe
resolution to certify that the 204011 tax rate will be at or below the Act 1 index of 2.9%; or 2), apply
for exceptions to the Act 1 index which will allow the District to raise taxes above the index without
voter referendum, or 3), authorize the administration to begin the process of seeking a voter referend
in May to increase taxes above the 2.9% state
AiThe adoption of a final budget will occur in

chool

i nded
June

The 20162011 proposed budget shows expected revenues of $101.9 million and projected expenditurfs
of $111.15 million, resulting in a deficit of $9.25 million. The Board and administration have proposed
a number of strategies to help balance the budget by either decreasing expenses or increasing reveniles.
The cost cutting strategies identified to date, but not yet included in the budget, could result in a
reduction of $2.35 million in expenses. Additional revenue could be generated by taxing up to the Act
statewide index of 2.9%, producing $2.4 million in revenue. By law, the Board can only tax above 2.99
if the District is granted special exceptions by PDE or if the Board puts the question of an additional t
increase to voters through a referendum in the May 2010 primary election. Should the Board be grantgd
special exceptions by PDE, it would be allowed to tax an additional 3.73% to generate approximately
$3 million. Despite the identification of cost reduction strategies and the additional revenue that could
be generated through a total tax increase of 6.63%, the District would still have a budget deficit of $1.
million.

The Finance Committee continues to discuss ways to further reduce expenses and identify different
revenue opportunities. Kevin Mahoney, chair of the Finance Committee, directed the administration t
make a list of proposed cost reductions that would require no tax increase. He also requested that th
impact of each proposed spending cut on the educational program be included so the Board can maké a
completely informed decision. These proposed strategies will be reviewed at the February 8, 2010
Finance Committee meeting as well as at upcoming Education Committee meetings.

The T/E School Board encourages public participation during the budget development process so thaf|the
budget reflects the input of all stakeholders. All School Board committee meetings are open to the puljflic
and have public comment periods. There will be a regular School Board meeting on January 25, 201
7:30 p.m. at Conestoga High School and a Finance Committee meeting on February 8, 2010 at 7:30 g.m.
at the Tredyffrin/Easttown Administration Offices at 940 West Valley Road, Suite 1700, Wayne. In
addition, public comments may be submitted to Arthur J. McDonnell, Business Manager, at
mcdonnella@tesd.ner to the T/E School Board athoolboard@tesd.net

i3

Did you know......

Keep updated with what's going on in the TE School District, sign up at
www.TESD.net - look for the Email Notification signup. TE will email you the
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