
From the Principal  

The DEVON DISPATCH 
Devon Elementary School PTO Newsletter January 22, 2010 Volume 5, Issue 9 

 

Important Phone Numbers 

School Office  610-240-1450 

Attendance  610-240-1465 

Emergency Closing   610-240-1970 

School District                                           
Web Site             www.tesd.net 

Mark the Date!  

                                   

Wednesday, January 27, 2010  

¶ Camp Fair at CHS 5:30-8:30  

Thurs. Jan 28 & Friday Jan 29, 2010  

¶ Kindergarten Registration  

Thursday, January 28, 2010  

¶ Cultural Arts ProgramðGrade 2          
Master Paper Cutter  

Thursday, February 4, 2010  

¶ Cultural Arts ProgramðShadow Ball 
Assemblies 9:05, 10:15 

Friday, February 5, 2010  

¶ Pizza Bingo 6:00 p.m.  

Monday, February 15, 2010  

¶ Presidents Day, School is in Session  

Wednesday, February 17, 2010  

¶ PTO Meeting 9:30 a.m.  

Setbacks and failures can be challenging for all of us and each one of us 
deals differently with them. Last week as I watched the news coverage of 
the devastation from the Haiti earthquake, I watched an interview of an 
American named Christa Brelsford who had been a teacher in Haiti who 
was rescued from a collapsed building, but had lost one of her legs--- a life 
changing event. When she was asked how she was doing she replied, ñI 
have two arms that work, and one good leg that works well. Thatôs more 
than a lot of other people.ò  What was it that made Christina able to deal 
in such a positive way with her own dilemma?  Why do some children and 
adults move forward with such a positive attitude and continue on the 
road to personal success even in the face of difficulties? 

Christina is a model for all of us to be resilient. Resilience is the ability to 
bounce back from set backs, to learn from failure, to be motivated by chal-
lenges, and to believe in your own abilities to deal with the stress and diffi-
culties in life. Resilience is critical for the overall well-being of our chil-
dren. Children who are resilient are less likely to become depressed, more 
likely to reach appropriate milestones, less likely to become helpless, more 
likely to persist in problem solving, and more willing to take risks. There is 
an expanding body of literature and research on this topic, primarily from 
the University of Pennsylvania (Dr. Martin Seligman, Dr. Karen Reivich, 
et al.).  

Resiliency begins with how parents personally handle adversity. Parents 
who can handle difficult situations with openness and grace provide their 
children with a role to follow. The atmosphere within the home and the 
way parents conduct their family life significantly influences their chil-
dren's resiliency. To find out more on this topic and to learn strategies 
that can be used to help guide our children toward resiliency, I suggest 
these resources: 

A user-friendly website www.fishfulthinking.com 

Books: The Resilience Factor: 7 Essential Skills for 

Overcoming Life's Inevitable Obstacles by Andrew 

Shatte and Karen Reivich and The Optimistic Child 

by Martin Seligman, et al.  

 

I hope that you find these as helpful as I have. 

All the best to you- 

Tom Tobin  

http://school.discovery.com/clipart/clip/slate.html
http://www.fishfulthinking.com/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Andrew%20Shatte
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Andrew%20Shatte
http://www.amazon.com/Karen-Reivich/e/B001H6Q87K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_2
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Devon Elementary PTO Board 2009/2010 
 President  Kelly Lee    

 1st Vice President  Audrey Kese  

 Recording Secretary  Lori Piccone   

 Treasurer   Cathy Rains   

      Asst Treasurer   Gina DeFlavia  

 2nd Vice Presidents: 

 ~Cultural Arts  Linda Murray/Lorann Wood            
 ~Fundraising   Elaine Klinger                         
 ~Social Functions   Coleen Hillman/Brenda Hess                             
 ~Issues, Affairs                                                                                        
         and Programs          Stephanie Thibault                     
 ~School Services  Francie Rosato 

   Member at Large   Evelyn Shreve  

Devon Dispatch  
Publication Schedule  

Deadline      Publication    

    01/29/10      02/05/10 

    02/12/10      02/19/10  

    02/26/10     03/12/10  

 

To The Following Volunteers and Their Committees:  

Tricia Jennings  and all the Winter Party Craft parents for supporting our MLK project Cradles to Crayons.  The 

donations were overwhelming.  Thank you to all who donated!  

Lauren Baran  for an inspiring day of writing and poetry in the Writers Workshops for 3rd and 4th graders.  

Various authors and poets visited the classrooms to talk to students and give examples of writing exercises.  

The spring session of After-School Clubs is scheduled to begin the week of February 22. 
The registration forms should be in your childôs ñFriday Folderò on Friday, January 22.           

If your child is interested in a club, please return the registration form in a timely manner: 

clubs are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis and fill up quickly!  If you have 

any questions, please contact Stephanie Thibault at stef423@verizon.net. 

-Stephanie Thibault, School Clubs Chair 
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School District Hotline 
 

The school District Hotline is               
610-240-1970.  This is a 24-hour hotline 
and contains  information on delayed 
openings and school closings.  Please 
check this number any time you have a 
question about the status of the opening 
of school when the weather and road  
conditions are causing some uncertainty. 

Devon Dispatch 
Editor/Layout Kathleen Meaney 
 kmeaney2002@yahoo.com 

Distribution              Cecilia Magana/Sarah Reindel                 

Produced bi-monthly by Devon Elementary 
School, 400 S. Fairfield Road, Devon, PA 19333,  
610-240-1450, under the direction of Principal 
Tom Tobin and PTO President Kelly Lee. 

 

Devon Staff News 

Congratulations and good luck to these staff members: 

Mrs. Shelly Barnathan, FLES teacher, whose last day at Devon is today, and who begins a new chapter in her life as 
she starts Rabbinical studies in February. 

Mrs. Gina Fredericks, kindergarten teacher, who had a baby boy born on January 6, 2010. 

A warm welcome is extended to these new staff members: 

Miss Sherri Criss, who replaces Mrs. Fredericks while she is out on leave. 

Miss Maria Hernandez, who takes Mrs. Barnathanôs position, and will teach FLES at Devon for the remainder of 
this school year. Miss Hernandez taught FLES at Valley Forge Middle School during the past five months, and 
also teaches a Spanish after-school club at a nearby elementary school.  Miss Hernandez, who was born in Puerto 
Rico, received her Bachelorôs degree from Villanova University. 

We are happy to have these new teachers at Devon! 

Pizza Bingo is Friday, February 5th!  
 

¶ Please donate gently used toys that you think would make 
great prizes. 

¶ The drop off bin is located near the reception desk. 
¶ We could also use volunteers to help on the night of the 

event. 
¶ Questions?  Please call Valinda Latoff  610-995-2286        
      or avlatoff@comcast.net 

mailto:avlatoff@comcast.net
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The Camp Fair needs your supporté  Please come out to the event and your 
presence will help make the event a success.   It is fun for the whole family!   

There will be several camps with giveaways, lots of fun activities, and 
maybe even some LIVE animals!  

 

 The PTO really needs you to visit and who knows, you may find the camp 
of your childôs dreams! The more families we have, the happier the CAMPS 

are and the better our Fair is! 

 

 

     

2010 Main Line Camp Fair 
Representatives from preschool, day, residential, academic, 

sports, and travel/adventure camps will be available to discuss 
their programs in detail. 

Admission is free .  Families with children ages 5-18 are encour-
aged to attend. 

Wednesday, January 27, 2010  

5:30-8:30 pm  
Conestoga High School  

(Snow Date: February 3, 2010) 
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NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM  

First grade wishes you a very happy 2010! We all enjoyed our winter break with family and friends and now we are busy getting back into 

the school routine. The students are excited and enthusiastic about our two new units of study: the rainforest (for Science) and Japan (for Social 
Studies). The children are so excited to turn our hallway into a rainforest over the next few weeks! They are also working on an individual project, in 
which they are researching a rainforest animal of their choice. If you happen to have any artifacts or specialized knowledge about Japan or the 
rainforest, please let us know!  At this point in the year, the children really seem to take off. They are aware of their personal best and are expected 
to work to their potential. We continue to learn a new character trait each week. The children are becoming skilled at applying what they have 
learned and are using their knowledge to peacefully resolve conflicts and problems that arise from time to time. It is wonderful to see how thought-

ful they have become and how much progress they continue to make.  

 Second Grade students have been busy studying all about China.  We began by identifying important cities and landforms on a map.  Next, we 

read about the history of the Great Wall of China and took a virtual tour using the Mac laptop computers.  After reading The Empress and the Silk-
worm by Lily Toy Hong, students learned that the Chinese people are responsible for the discovery of silk.  We were able to explain and sequence 
the silk-making process using pictures of each step.  Grandfather Tangôs Story by Ann Tompert introduces the concept of tangram puzzles.  In 
response to this story, students will create their own animal shape using the tangram puzzle pieces and write a short narrative to describe it.  At 
home, students are working on writing a research paper and creating a visual display about Giant Pandas.  Each child will present their information 
and project to his or her class.  Take a walk by the 2nd grade classrooms later this month to see this wonderful work on display! Students and 
teachers are looking forward to a visit from Mr. Hou Tien Cheng, a master paper-cutter from China on Thursday January 28th.  Mr. Cheng quickly 
and accurately creates characters using scissors and blank pieces of paper.  Thank you to the PTO Cultural Arts committee for organizing this 
fascinating presentation!  We are looking forward to our Chinese New Year celebration in February.  Next month, students will be designing dragon 
boxes, calligraphy t-shirts, and soldier vests & masks.  All of these items will be used during the festival celebration. Students are continuing to 
explore the topic of Changes in Science class.  During our visits to the lab, second graders have been attempting to separate mixtures using a 
variety of methods.  Our most recent experiments involve observing chemical reactions.  Students are learning how to make careful observations 

and draw conclusions about how these reactions occur in everyday life. 

Third Grade How does it feel to be back in the swing of things? We hope everyone enjoyed the poetry books & snowflake ornaments. The chil-

dren worked very hard on them and we know they are very proud of their work. Parents, please take the time to look through your childôs school 

supplies and make sure they still have all the supplies they need for school. This will give your third grader the tools to be successful. In science we 

are working on our chemical testing unit and we will next be studying rocks and minerals. Ask your third grader what the unknown powders were. 

Math has been exciting as we practice multiplication. Boys and girls donôt forget to continue practicing your multiplication facts. The Native Ameri-

can tribes were brought to life at our third grade pow wow. Each class worked very hard to become experts on the Seminole, Haida, Hopi, Lenape, 

and Sioux Indians. Each student looked great in their Native American t-shirt. Parents are welcome to borrow a DVD of the pow wow to watch at 

home. The pow wow will also be airing on T/E T.V. The 3rd graders have recently enjoyed a fun field trip to Conestoga High school. On January 6th 

we visited Conestoga High School and enjoyed two fun plays written and performed by Conestoga students. The third grade has a partnership with 

the Easttown Library. On January 26th we will be taking a field trip to the Library. There we will spend some time with Betsy Ross and get a tour of 

the library.  We are happy to hear that many students are enjoying Reading Bingo. Remember that even after you have completed one BINGO you 

may still work towards another or even try to fill in the whole chart! On February 26th we will have a party as a reward for all who completed at least 

one BINGO. Keep up the good work and happy reading! Valentineôs Day will be here before we know it. Our classroom parties will be on Friday, 

February 12th at 2:30.  

Fourth Grade January has been a very busy month for our fourth graders! The students have had a great time building and working with KôNEX 

vehicles in our motion and design unit in science this month!  In social studies we are learning all about the Revolutionary War and are so excited 
for our ñDay in the Life of a Continental Soldierò activity on January 29th.  We also had the chance this month to meet some local authors.  It was 
great to learn from them and do some writing activities together!  We are looking forward to beginning our PAL project preparation coming up at the 
end of the month.  The first steps include brainstorming topics and developing our research skills by doing ñPickleò activities.  Mr. Stever will be kick
-starting the ñPickleò packets with the fourth grade classes. Once February hits, we will be in full swing to start our research. Make sure to ask your 

4th grader all about this fun time of year!  Parents, please remember: When it comes to PAL, you are a guide on the side!   

Kindergarten students have been enjoying our new theme, Sweet Dreams, which is full of fantastic literature, terrific activities and exciting 

science experiments all related to nighttime.  One of the big events of this unit involved designing our own pillowcases after reading Mitra          
Modarressiôs wonderful book, The Dream Pillow.  In language arts, we are continuing to develop our sight word vocabulary and are becoming good 
writers.  In math, we are working on telling time and simple geometry.  In science, we are learning about the night sky.  In social studies, we 
learned about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his famous ñI have a dreamò speech.  Weôve also been enjoying our PATHS curriculum with class-
room activities and lessons with Mrs. Noel, our guidance counselor.  Itôs a busy and fun place to be in kindergarten here at Devon!  We have many 
more exciting activities planned for the rest of the month, including a pretend sleepover!!!  
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MLK Service Project  

Did you know that Devon students created 244 birthday cards and 195 sheets of wrapping  

paper in an effort to brighten the lives of other children?  Thank you Devon students for your 

kindness to others. 

Also, many thanks to all of the Devon families who contributed to the Martin Luther King Jr. 

service project for Cradles to Crayons.  It was a huge success. 

 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY NEWS  

Mrs. Ayers, Applied Technology teacher 

 

TESDôs home page, www.tesd.net, has a Technology link that includes extensive Technol-

ogy Resources for both students and parents and general District technology information and 

guidelines. 

 

The District also has licenses that permit home use of the following two Internet sites for safe searching and to provide support for 

our curriculum and PA State Assessments. (Parental supervision is recommended.) 

Discovery Education (aka Unitedstreaming)  http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/ 

Username: elemte Password: video 

This site is available for Grades K - 4 using the above username and password. 

Discovery Education is a web-based K-12 digital video library. Useful features include advanced search options, a calendar of his-

torical events that are directly linked to video clips, video content that is correlated to PA State Standards, an image library with 

over 2,500    images, and student learning resources. This site is available for all elementary grades. 

Study Island    www.studyisland.com 

This site is available for Grades 3 and 4 (username and password required). 

Study Island is a web-based program which is available to all our 3rd and 4th grade students. Your child can use the Internet at 

school or at home to access Study Island for activities related to school curriculum and to prepare for the PA State Assessments. 

Third and fourth grade students receive training in the use of this site at school. Students are assigned individual usernames and 

passwords. 

Students in all grade levels receive instruction during the six day cycle in the Applied Technology lab at Devon using individual 

Dell computers (OPTIPLEX 330s with flat screen monitors). Applied Technology lessons correlate with classroom curriculum 

study and are based on Pennsylvania State (Academic) Standards. Grade level curriculum themes are coordinated with technology 

instruction. Students are able to use a wide variety of appropriate software applications, streamed video segments, and/or the Inter-

net during class. Lessons additionally address T/E's Technology Benchmarks. Annually, students in each of the elementary schools 

sign the ñTredyffrin/Easttown Elementary Schools Network Acceptable Use Agreement for Studentsò before they use the Internet 

at school. (A copy of this Policy may be viewed under the Technology section in www.tesd.net. Elementary school students 

use the Internet under direct supervision both in the Tech lab and throughout the school.) Be sure to ask your child what he/she is 

specifically working on in Applied Tech (ex. Kindergarten - Constellations, Grade 1 - "Devon Graph", Grade 2 - custom animation 

in PowerPoint, Grade 3 - recording with microphones and adding photos into their PowerPoint slide shows, Grade 4 - gathering/

organizing data to make a graph in Excel). 

http://www.tesd.net/
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.tesd.net/
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T/E School Board Tackles $9.25 Million Dollar Deficit 

 
On January 4th, the T/E School Board Finance Committee met to discuss the 2010-2011 budget. For the 

upcoming academic year, which is effective July 1, 2010, the District is facing a $9.25 million shortfall. 

The main driver behind this shortfall is a $5 million increase in employee fringe benefits primarily due to 

a 28% rate increase from Blue Cross for health benefits and an increase in our District contribution to the 

state retirement system. The Committee recommended making the proposed preliminary budget 

available for public inspection to satisfy the 20 day display requirement. The Board will then discuss 

and vote on the preliminary budget on January 25, 2010. When the full Board votes on January 25th, it 

will not be voting on a final tax rate. ñThe School Board will vote to take one of three actions. 1) pass a 

resolution to certify that the 2010-2011 tax rate will be at or below the Act 1 index of 2.9%; or 2), apply 

for exceptions to the Act 1 index which will allow the District to raise taxes above the index without 

voter referendum, or 3), authorize the administration to begin the process of seeking a voter referendum 

in May to increase taxes above the 2.9% state index,ò stated Arthur J. McDonnell, Business Manager. 

ñThe adoption of a final budget will occur in June 2010,ò continued McDonnell. 

 

The 2010-2011 proposed budget shows expected revenues of $101.9 million and projected expenditures 

of $111.15 million, resulting in a deficit of $9.25 million. The Board and administration have proposed 

a number of strategies to help balance the budget by either decreasing expenses or increasing revenues. 

The cost cutting strategies identified to date, but not yet included in the budget, could result in a 

reduction of $2.35 million in expenses. Additional revenue could be generated by taxing up to the Act 1 

statewide index of 2.9%, producing $2.4 million in revenue. By law, the Board can only tax above 2.9% 

if the District is granted special exceptions by PDE or if the Board puts the question of an additional tax 

increase to voters through a referendum in the May 2010 primary election. Should the Board be granted 

special exceptions by PDE, it would be allowed to tax an additional 3.73% to generate approximately 

$3 million. Despite the identification of cost reduction strategies and the additional revenue that could 

be generated through a total tax increase of 6.63%, the District would still have a budget deficit of $1.5 

million. 

The Finance Committee continues to discuss ways to further reduce expenses and identify different 

revenue opportunities. Kevin Mahoney, chair of the Finance Committee, directed the administration to 

make a list of proposed cost reductions that would require no tax increase. He also requested that the 

impact of each proposed spending cut on the educational program be included so the Board can make a 

completely informed decision. These proposed strategies will be reviewed at the February 8, 2010 

Finance Committee meeting as well as at upcoming Education Committee meetings. 

 

The T/E School Board encourages public participation during the budget development process so that the 

budget reflects the input of all stakeholders. All School Board committee meetings are open to the public 

and have public comment periods. There will be a regular School Board meeting on January 25, 2010 at 

7:30 p.m. at Conestoga High School and a Finance Committee meeting on February 8, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 

at the Tredyffrin/Easttown Administration Offices at 940 West Valley Road, Suite 1700, Wayne. In 

addition, public comments may be submitted to Arthur J. McDonnell, Business Manager, at 

mcdonnella@tesd.net or to the T/E School Board at schoolboard@tesd.net. 

Did you know......  

 

Keep updated with what's going on in the TE School District, sign up at 

www.TESD.net  -  look for the Email Notification signup.  TE will email you the 
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