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Mark the Date!

Friday, February 5, 2010
1 Pizza Bingo 6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 15, 2010

i Presidentods Day
School is in Session

Wednesday, February 17, 2010
1 PTO Meeting 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Feb 22i Fri, Feb 26th, 2010

1 Art Goes to School
Wednesday, March 17, 2010
f Cultural Arts Assembly :

PUSH Physical Theatre 9:10 & 10:15

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
1 Class Picture Day

Important Phonhe Numbers
gchool Office 610-240-1450
Agttendance 610-240-1465
Emergency Closing 610-2¢0-1970

gchool District
Web Gite www.tesd.net
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EVON DISPATCH

DEVON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTO NEWSLETTER Volume 5, Issue 10

From the PTO President

Do you ever have those days you catch yourself grumbling and yelling "Have
you done your homework?", "Are those dirty clothes on the floor", "Get a move
on, you are going to miss the bus!", "How many times do | have to tell you....",
"Quit fighting with your sister!" Ok, the last one is my favorite and is heard
rather frequently in my house! Ugh, | admittitis not fun some days; | do

yell at my kids, and probably more frequently than | should. What to do?
We've got a new PTO event this year that we are trying out to SE@How

like it -it's called Parent Speakers Bureau and we are lookidgitoels a

year, have a night where parents can come listen to a speaker and mingle with
each other. We are fortunate that our first speaker, Barbara Bogle, past guid-
ance counselor at Devon and now a parent coach and Love and Logic facilita-
tor, will come answer the question "How to put the fun back into parenting?"
Barb's program will help with topics such as:

1) Would you like to have a more pleasant home environment, with less fight-
ing, bickering?

2) Would you like your children to be more thoughtful and helpful around

the house?

3) Are you tired of yelling and nagging?

4) Would you like to find a more pleasant way to discipline your children?

I guess | better plan to attend?? | hope you will too and tell us if you think
Parents Speakers Bureau is something that you would enjoy as a part of the
Devon PTO. Parents Speaker's Bureau will be held on Thursday, February 18
from 7-8:30pm at Devon and all parents are invited to attend. Babysitting of
Devon Students & will be provided on a limited, reservations only basis.
Contact Kelly Lee at johnandkellylee@verizon.net to reserve babysitting space
by February 15th.

We have a busy spring and we need your help! Our "gotta minute” form will

be going out to list our help wanted needs for the springpe you'll volun-

teer. Friendraiser, Spring Fair, 4th grade festivities, and Arts Express Week are
a handful of the fun activities coming up.

Many thanks to all the parents, children, friends, and neighbors who came to
Camp Fair! Your time and participation is what ensures our success, we hope
you had a good time too!

Hope to see you at Pizza Bingo tonight!

Kelly Lee


http://school.discovery.com/clipart/clip/slate.html
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To The Following Volunteers and Their Committees:

Jane Scilovati and Nanette Chappelear for chairing a great night at Camp Fair. We had over 720 members
of the community attend and over 105 camps! To the Camp Fair Committee members who helped with

setup, hospitality, cleanup and hosting, as well as the CHS and TEMS students who lent a hand, we are very
grateful for your help and support!

fantastic job of getting forms in early and we only wish that we had unlimited space to give everyone their
first choice!

Valinda Latoff and Kathleen Weiss for chairing Pizza Bingo night. This is Valinda's 6th year of organizing this
event for us and we appreciate her help each and every year! Kids have a ball and love everyone's closet
cleanouts as prizes!

Check out the dates for spring on our NEW Bulletin Board display in the Lobby. Thanks go to Annie Detwiler
and Brenda Hess for keeping us updated and the lobby looking great.

Parent volunteers who set up and decorated the First Grade Hallway with our RainForest -- it looks GRRR-
eat! Everyone waits to see how it will be transformed each year!

To the 4th Grade parents who traveled back in time with our students to the days at Valley Forge, thanks
for helping with Day in a Life of a Soldier. We could not run this much loved program without your assis-
tance to prep the weaving and bookmaking and helping in the classroom with the various activities.
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2@ Stephanie Thibault and Lori Piccone for organizing the spring session of school clubs! We had many clubs 2@
4 "sell out" on the first day and appreciate the student interest and support of school clubs. Parents did a W
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Play Ground Committee Update

Last year Devon PTO created a Playground Committee to come up with a long term plan for Devon's
playgrounds and "earmarked" $5,000 to start a fund for renewal/expansion needs. We hope to add
&_ to that fund each year so that as our playground needs updating, the PTO won't be faced with a

¢_ huge fundraising hurdle. The committee goals include addressing needs on both the main and Kin-
®_dergarten play areas with safety, motor skills development, imagination and social opportunities for

the children.

®
.\ Our playground received a major donation from the PTO in 2003 and had a large playset added.
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Since, we have added new swings (2008).

The Playground Committee consists of Mark Inserra (co -chair), Sean Axel (co -chair), Dr. Tobin,
Nicole Lohmeyer, Jane Fisher, Kathleen Bouhdary and Kelly Lee. To date, the committee has visited

¢_ and photographed many school and park playgrounds comparing equipment and surfaces and spo-
&_ken to Principals and Administrators about what works well at their facilities. Research has been

¢_done regarding safety standards and ADA requirements. Students and Teachers at Devon have

®_been surveyed as to likes and dislikes about our current play areas. Several vendors have been

contacted and scheduled for future presentations.

The playground committee did identify some more immediate issues with the playground that we

felt could be improved quickly and without impacting a long

-term plan. At the January meeting, the

€ Devon PTO Board approved $1500 (from the existing $5,000 fund) to be spent on 6 basketball pole
€. pads for the blacktop area for safety and esthetic improvements, paint for basketball backstops, in-
cluding a target area, and two new trash can lids to keep trash from littering the playground and to

/. /. /. /. /. /. /. /. /.

discourage bees.

Parents are welcome to contact the committee members with comments regarding the play areas

that would be constructive to a long -term plan.
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¢ School District Hotline =
. The school District Hotline is

% 610-240-1970. This is a 24our hotline#
. and contains information on delayed
#openings and school closings. Please
= check this number any time %ou ha% a
= question about the status of the openin
2 of school when the weather and roa
. conditions are causing some uncertainty.
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¢  Into the Woods g DFe ng[zl Cﬁ nic

% Music & Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim % U n ralser

% ConestogaHighSchooI % ltds that time of year again

Dental Clinic Fundraiser. Your support is very important

ié Hobson C. Wagner Auditorium i% to us since it is our only organized fundraiser for this

school year.
March 2 110:00 AM & 7:30 PM

% March 37 7:30 PM / March 57 7:30 PM % For those who have not heard of the clinic, we are a non
-profit community clinic housed in the T/E Middle
% March 67 2:00 PM & 7:30 PM % School. We are open solely to benefit the children of
the T/E and Great Valley School Districts. Our clinic is

% Musical Director/Producer Suzanne Dickinge
and Director Megan Ni
to present the Tony Award winning musicad
the Woodsy Stephen SondheiniAin ambivalent
Cinderella? A bloatthirsty Little Red Riding %

sional dentist and a nominally paid supervisor. Volun-
teers Sey\® BS dienéalnassgtzinté, dré’%(S_c bjoardemgm-
bers, and school representatives. This is truly a rare
and wonderful community service.

a one room, one chair office staffed by a paid profes-
|l §§ o]

hood? A Prince Charming with a roving eye? 9 This year we will once again be offering products
Witch...who raps? They're all among the cock- from The Yankee Candle Company.
% ?ﬁ’ ef' ICh‘?;raC]EetLS t;"’l‘tt ‘é‘”” fomet to life asg’ogt 1 All items ordered will be delivered prior to Mother's
€ talents o ) € sstudent cast, c_rew and-pl Day. Look for the Yankee Candle catalogue in your
orchestra. This outrageous musical comedy childés backpack the beginn
fractured fairytaldsegins as a lively irreverent receive only one catalogue per family.

fantasy and becomes a moving lesson about c%—
munity responsibility and the stories we tell ou We had great success last year in raising funds for this
children. Althoughlinto the Wootlas familiar very worthy community service and hope that you will
storybook characters, the mature humor may support us once again in this endeavor.

inappropriate for very young children.
% % If you have any questions please feel free to contact
Trish Connell, School Representative, at 610 688 0225

% All Seats Reserve#i12 Premium Seats, $10 % or teeconn@aol.com.
Standard Seats

Special Discount Ticket$9 Standard Seats If you are willing to help out in distributing products once
only for Students (Age 19 & under), Seniors % received, that too would be greatly appreciated!

£ (62+) & TESD Staff E
% To purchas&ICKETS & for information visit

www.stogamusic.corh 610-2401022

AR AR A A AR

We thank you in
advance for your
support!

oL

YANKEE
CANDLE
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Box Tops for Education \

Enter daily for a chance to win 1,000 Bonus Box Tops for our school in the
| LOVE MY SCHOOL SWEEPSTAKES

To enter, go towww.boxtops4education.com/Idvetween February 1st
and February28 2010. | t 6s that easy.

28 school s wild wi n! That 6s one i
Pl us, you can enter every day. e
chances are of winning!

Art Goes to School

iIs Coming to Devon !
Feb. 22 26, 2010

Art Goes to School (AGTS) is an art appreciation program. Our goal is to enrj
students through exposure to art and to motivate them to become interested i@art
through all of its forms, styles, and periods.

AGTS volunteers will be based in Devonds Art Gal l[@]y
a discussion of art, not by lecturing, but by playing games involving poems, a Grab Bag, and fun facts trivia orppEgcav-
enger hunt.

We encourage the children to become A Art Detect ipis
ating art.

They also always really enjoy the striking cardb d
our presence at Devon!

This year, the 19 reproductions in the portfolio, range from one of the very first Dutch oil paintings in 1434 to
| ocal P A artistdéds watercolor in 2000. Some of
Gogh, Kandinsky, Braque, and a French photograph from 1912.

Our portfolio travels to each of the Elementary schools in the T/E district as well as parochial & preschools n y
& inner city charter schools. Ask your child about his or her favorite work of art !

AGTS volunteers from Devon are: Kathleen Bouhdary, Louise Dusinberre, Sarah Keyes & Kirk Thibault.

They form part of the 21 members of the TE chapter of Art Goes to School of Delaware Valley which number @ r
800 volunteers in more than 50 school districts. @

Please feel free to contact Devon liaison for AGTS, Kathleen Bouhdary at 610 964 8854 if you have any furth

)
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PTO Meeting Wednesday, February 17 9:30am Large Group Room
All are welcome!

I f you canodt make it, feel free to take a | opk
www.DEVONPTO.org,

Questions? Call Kelly Lee at 250107 or Audrey Kese at 61856112 .
The March PTO meeting will be held on March 24th.
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$ To help celebrate National Nutrition Month, which takes place in March of every year
g ¢ Devon Elementary will be learningdo9 ! ¢ | w!dL .KIE2 OKA f RNB

s ¢ a fun and informative assembly on March flesigned to encourage them to eat fruits
< and vegetables from the different colors of the rainbow. A different color will be fes
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§tured during each week in March, and the children will be invited to sample foods ¢

’_\

¢ featured color during their lunch period. They will also be encouraged to track their
S consumptlon of the different colors of fruits and vegetables at home. Be onthe lo
S  for the parent handout and tracking sheet to come home the first week of March. If
¢ are interested in:

N
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$q Helping with the assembly for an hour shift on Monday, Marth 1

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\%/\/\/\/\/\/\
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¢ Contact Ruth Christner at rgchristner@comcast.net 2
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s Lace up for a great cause!! Sunday March 21st is the sec%
ond annual "Get Your Rear in Gear" 5k run/walk for colon canz,

cer. Last year many Devon families joined in to show support for

t,, Kim Freitag who was bravely battling colon caMgerwalked ﬂ,g\f’

and ran alongside Kim and her family to recognize survivors, ﬂ?\f

M courage, but unfortunately lost her fight with colon cancer on g

July 15th, 20090ur team name is "Shark Brigade" and we are:,

ory. To register, go tgetyourrearingear.colick on "Philadelphia”, then click on W
"Register TodayMost importantly, please register as a team member under our te@m
name, "Shark Brigaddf.you have any questions, please contact Cathy Inserra or E\/e—

honor those we have lost and raise awareness of the mportaﬁ(’:e
expecting a huge turnout from the Devon commuriityere is even a "Fun Run” for .,
lyn Shreve See you in March! @

of colon cancer screenini§im inspired us with her faith and )
the kids and a 2 mile remembrance waRlease join us in honoring Kim's mem- <
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